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AS YOU KNOW, I BROUGHT BUNKER GENERALLY ABREAST OF THE GAME 
FLAN LESS THE DETAILS ON THE PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS. THERE FOLLOWS 
A TEXT WHICH I PROPOSE TO SEND ON SATURDAY TO BUNKER WHICH GIVES 
HIM INSTRUCTIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH YOUR 005 FOR HIS MONDAY A.M. 
MEETING WITH THIEU. YOU SHOULD REVIEW THIS CAREFULLY AS I AM 
CONCERNED THAT WE ARE PROVIDING THIEU WITH VERY THIN GRUEL 
WHICH MIGHT POSSIBLY CAUSE HIM TO BALK. I AM FEARFUL THAT HE WILL 
BE DISTRUSTFUL OF WHAT MAY HAVE BEEN DISCUSSED WITH SOVIETS 
CAUSED US TO ACCEPT PLENARY SESSION. WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE OF OUR 
FLAN TO CONCURRENTLY ANNOUNCE YOUR VISIT TO SOVIET UNION, IT MAY 
APPEAR TO HIM TO BE A PUBLIC BACKDOWN, WHICH WOULD WEAKEN HIS 
POSITION DOMESTICALLY AT THIS CRITICAL TIME. I, THEREFORE, 

REQUEST THAT YOU CONSIDER ADDING THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPH TO THE 
TEXT SHOWN BELOW. 


QUOTE - NEW PARAGRAPH THREE - QUOTE FINALLY, INFORM THIEU 
THAT IT IS OUR PLAN TO ANNOUNCE FACT OF KISSINGER VISIT TO MOSCOW 
PUBLICALLY AT THE SAME TIME THAT IT IS ANNOUNCED PUBLICALLY. THAT 
THE U.S. AGREES TO ATTEND PARIS PLENARY MEETING THURSDAY, 

PRIL 27. THIS SCENARIO WILL SUGGEST TO ALL THAT SOVIETS ARE 
ENGAGED IN EFFORT TO ACHIEVE SETTLEMENT AND THEREBY 
MINIMIZE APPEARANCE OF US/GVN BACKDOWN TO NORTH VIETNAMESE DEMANDS. 
UNQUOTE. 


TEXT OF MESSAGE. QUOTE: 

C. AMBASSADOR BUNKER: 

1. MEETINGS IN MOSCOW LOOK HOPEFUL. SOVIETS TOLD KISSINGER 
THEY WISH TO INSURE PRIVATE MEETING AND ABOVE ALL ELIMINATE ANY 
OBSTACLE TO SUMMIT. SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSIONS ON VIETNAM WILL 
CONTINUE APRIL 22. PLEASE INFORM PRESIDENT THIEU EARLY ON 
MONDAY MORNING, APRIL 24, THAT AT SOVIET REQUEST KISSINGER HAS 
SPENT PAST THREE DAYS IN MOSCOW DISCUSSING AGENDA FOR SUMMIT 
MEETING. WHILE THERE WE ENGAGED SOVIETS ON SUBJECT OF VIETNAM. 

BASED ON SOVIET REACTIONS, WHICH LOOK PROMISING, WE HAVE AGREED 
TO ATTEND PLENARY ON THURSDAY, APRIL 27. 

ALSO INFORM THIEU THAT OTHER SIDE HAS AGREED TO PRIVATE 
MEETING ON MAY 2 AND SEEK HIS CONCURRENCE IN RESUMPTION OF MEETINGS 
IN PUBLIC FORUM. IF PRIVATE MEETING YIELDS NO PROGRESS, WE SHALL 
CANCEL NEXT PLENARY. UNQUOTE. END TEXT OF MESSAGE. 

YOU SHOULD ALSO BE AWARE THAT THE INSTRUCTIONS TO COLONEL 
GUAY, WHICH NOW CALL FOR DELIVERY AT 10:00 A.M. SUNDAY MORNING 
PARIS TIME (8:00 A.M. YOUR TIME) MAY BE SURFACED BY HANOI IN 
MOSCOW. THEREFORE, IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY PROVIDED FOR SOVIET 
AGREEMENT . ON PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT BY THAT TIME, YOU MAY LOSE SOME 
LEVERAGE NEEDED TO GET SOVIETS TO AGREE TO ADMITTING PUBLICALLY 


END 'OF PAGE ONE 
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THAT YOU HAVE BEEN THERE TO DISCUSS VIETNAM. THIS MEANS TSS 
WILL WISH TO RAISE THE ANNOUNCEMENT PROPOSAL ON SATURDAY. 


WE MIGHT ALSO, IF YOU WTSH, DELAY GUAY’S MEETING WITH THl 
NORTH VIETNAMESE UNTIL MONDAY. 


WARM REGARDS 
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